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Four score yearses It 1g o lonz tims, and as I sit here in my /

modern little apartment, memoary carrles me back through the years To
iy childhood, and I wonder what wovld Se the thouzhts of my parents
1T they could return to earth and cce how we live todaye

I am the last surviving merber of a fomlly of eleven children=w=w-
six boys and five glis. Of the boys my father said: "I will raisze
them to be teachers, ministera znd tillersc of th:o soll" And this he
did~===pach and every one hringiryg herer Lo the proud name he bore.

Robert end Rachel (H=11) Cillaspy, bBoth residents of Jaclk:son
countr, Indlana, were mosrled In Lh:fy teens in the yoar 1818, One
hundred ard three yeers a50. Soon after thelr marrisge they bought a
fow sores of land 11 milee Bast of Ciothersville, Indianra, a Sesm of
horses cud & COW,e

ather cleared the land of btimber ard with some of the logs bullt
a two room house, Also frﬂnltne lozs he fashioned a table, & bed, two
atools and o few other pleces of Tuernlture. e split ralls Tor fences
and rived (split) clab beards to cover his tulldings. £ large fire~
place toolk up olmost all the space of one wall.

I'or tilling the zo0i1l, he made nf wood a plow, & harrow, o sythc,
hos epnd rake, OFf necessity hic colrly farmlng was on a small scale.
Ts reised = few hogs, cattle and sheep. The crops consloted of cornm,

wheet, oats, cane and tobacco. Tuw corn was dropped by hend; tho

crcll grein was brocdeast.

Aftar & tims ke constructed a caore mill, nsliing sorghum, not
only for his owm family, bubt clso for his nelghbors. Iu the Iell of
the year ho butchered 'milk fatlened! hogs and ~ Lcef or sheep. The
hide of the beef waa tﬁkan to Crothersville and tenned irnto leather at

the Rollings Tanneiry. From this finc leather father would make shoes

. for his family. They were good shoez, Heavy shoes made from whole
T

stoclt leather-=e—=and they werld last each member an entlre Fear}‘
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- Most of thie meat was cured by smoliing. Thils smoking was done in
e small, tight bullding =so thal 1itLle smolke would escape. The ment
was ving close to the roofl, ond a kettle was rleced benesth 1t, A
sriouldering fire of hilckory woed and cobg was mﬁintained; Thils
smoking fire required u lot of allention to lreep it "Just right"
Three or fouir weeks of smoliing were nesaded to produce the right color
end flavor of neat. For variety in meat, a part was pickled by placing
it in selt brine untll eaben. (Mien an ezm would float In the krinme,
it was strong enough to keen the neat Indsfinctely)

i

when it came time to harvecsl Ulhe wheat, father cut it wlik & eradle,
cpreed 1t several inches Lhitelr on o "cleaned" space of the barn floor,
and then drove tho horses round end round untll the grain was cubt of tac
heald, It then was famned and clecaned 2nd put in the grenary untll
used for sgesd or flour. The straw was kept for tedding purposes
both for stoclk cnd hmmenes,

Cranary d1d I say? Vell, o Tig hollow sycamors, poplar or gum
tree butt wos uced as g storapge bIn for grains, Some of these hollow
trece, when cut Into sectlions and placed on the barn floor, were large
enonsh o hold a wagon load of ~raln, Smaller sectlions were asplit
open, the ends sealed and then uvsed for water trroghs, or to hold

mille crocks, or for bee cclonizs. Cub shert; the smaller sections

were made into hien's mesta, The hollow log probably 1s the forcruri::

i

of tlie modern tile or mebtel newer, for 1t wee used urder renlways o

In the Spring the gheep were sheared, MNother end we children
then toolt the wool to the river for weshlng., Alter washing, it was
tzken to Eeymour where 1t wos carded into rollz, Mother then wuld
spin these rolls into yvarne. It was a trick only she could do. (Tue

arn elways would break waen we Uiiazd it) From the Tarn she wove

cloth from wiich she mede Tother's ond the boyls sultss A llghter
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cloth was wovaell for the drorges Jor Mergell il daughters, With sumzc
che dyed come of the yarn 72 ; it indigo some of the yarnm was dyed

My parents worked hard, galned slowly. Ey practlsing strick
economy=-~a trait which is inbfed in all of us Cillespys=---they were
able to increasc the farm to incroase the farm to 160 necres, and to
build a 1% story log house with 3 rooms down and 2 up. This was
ona of the finer homos of the nelghborhecod, and 1t was in this house
that ue "é16?en“ were resred, Around this farm fether put a rell
fence, the ralls split by his owm hands, This farm still is in the
femlly; being owned now by one of his grandsonsz, Iaskell Glllaspye

Father loved his horsea and whnon John H. Morzen, the Confederate
general, made his msrauding expedltlon into Indiana in the jyear 1867
and hook a favorite {illy from his barn, father sent his brother
Jirmio after the ralders with o stronger horse to trude for the 1little
mare, Erother Jimmlie returved with the mare, Rathor than tlrc his
herses needlessly, father would walls to the county ceal GLwice each
year %o pay hlz taxes. Thie was & alstencs of 17 riles, and meant
getting started at sun up; returning home at sun dowm, He didn't
have the hord surfaced ronds we now btrovsl In getting to Prownstown.

Does 1t seam that father 412 a1l the work? He dldn'ta. HMNotheln
slsc had her long hours of toll. Pecides spinning, weaving and fashioning
the wool yard into clothes, blankets, ctca., mobther ralsed chilcliens,
ducks, zcese and a few turkeys. GShe milked the cows, stralned the
milk in gallon crocks and let stand uncil 1t clehbered, It then weas
alcirmed and chizmed In the ol2 duszher chmrn. The eilra butter, eggs
anA sormctlnmaz chiclrens were sold to o huckstor who came each week
from Paris Crossing, I remerbzy that the chilckens sold by the head
cna not by weizht, The honc brought 257 aud Uhe reoosters 15¢ (There

r=g ooble who taink that seme ratle should Le carried Sfurther in the

ccale n® male and female walues.)
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The bhugkater broucht groser’co wnd dry goods fo our door, thus us

cearsely ever went to the T*’in”w ol Crothercville, or to Ltlie larger
toim of Seymovr, About the only grocexies we had to buy werc colfee,
rice and salt, In those d~y: 'Yr g rocery blll was the smellest item
in the family budget, (Fsiwr Dgnl, ch?)

The coffee we bought was green and In tha bian, This'nmant that
1t had tc be rossted and ground Lefore using. To roast,it wes placed
in a sgkillet on hot coals, It hsd to be afirrecd comstertly so thst 1t
wonld roast evenly. 1 cen remember shirring and stirring--~-z tedious
Jeb. Then Tor ecach meal the voffecs was ground in a small coffee nlll,

Fuxr breod was baked In a larse Jronm slkillet with an iron lid.
ilol coals were put on top the 1id az well as under the =klllcts The
corn poric end blacuite that care from theot reecepilcle were dellclouse
(4a worthy of pralce in song a: the mors modern !'shorinin b?c:df} low
well I remember the liop vine lror whilch yeast was male for our iataff
of 1ife! (Trv getting br with a hop vime in your bhack yerd today)

Frém g erane In the f'ireplace, from Beltles of various slzes
vere hunz for the Teolling of real and vegolalles. One ef the smaller
kettles, with rew legs ard a nes huncle--the old leges burned off and
the hendle gove way=-uow 13 in my possesslon «ud la o trc:cufed Leirloom,

31g gardens supplled wé with frulte and vegetablec, Iut big

gardens meant mwany Lisure of plancing, hoelng, buzzing snd harvesting,
e wirla and wother dld most of thic worlte

When the vegetablss and frulbts weore ripe we did not can them as
ic doms todey. Canning was unlmown. Everything to e pressrvel
cither wze dried or put In the ground. Apples, reaches, corn, beans,
blackherries, pumpkln--=all were dried., Many will recall seelngz apples
cut into small pleces and diyinz »n a paper on a rodf Lop, but how many
have seen pumpkln rings drying? The pumpkin was cul into rings, the

rings pleced on a lorg pole, and the pole suspended Ifrom the ex tposed

m* 3 -
e rings

cellinq joiots, ovey our heads. ip front of the fraplace.
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hoanging dowa looked somethin, like %hc straps In an old fazhicred
street car. Kreut we made by the bLurrel, ard 179 hominy was mzde as
useds

Those edibles that weren't driede--—stch a3 bturnips, some of the
cebhage, apples and paranlps, were turied in the ground in the lsate
Fall and kept well for winber usze. (Paverdips always were left
burled where they had growne='"swaclter thab way" said mother.)

Having sugar trese on ihe ferm, father would tep the trees In ths
serly Spring and from the suzar watoer mather would meke the suger
needed for the year. Apple Lutier making was an event we loved, In
a lerge brass kettle over &an oubiver rirve we would cook, stir, and
meke into deliclous butter the oweeb apples of the orchard. Gettlng
aplattersd with the bubbling hot butter as 1t neared ihs finished
atets was good fune Excltling. The butter Lien waa splced and put In
stone jars for winter use.

Waon mather wasn't knitting sox from hgr % ply weol thread-=--or
making stockings for the glrls——=--ghe was menufacturing eendles from
the sheep tallews A wick was rastened in the center of s candle mold,
and melted tallow ﬁ&s poured eround 1it. The candle s furniched the
only light we hed untll Tae rerosone lamp came into usees Matches were
very scarce, EO0 Wwe twlsted paper 1hto tapers for carryinsz Tire from
the fireplsce to a candle oI vies versa. Always on the mantle was &
container full of teperies

With these chores done, there was the piclking of ducls and geecés
mhis was not enjoyed by any of us, for the goese sometimes bit a piece
from onel's arme LEut the geeoe ond dvelrs had to be pleked to supply
us with feathors for our baeds end r*11lows. MNot @& bed was conplete
without a "refined" feathker bed rest|ng majestically stop & casing

full of strewe (What kept us Irom <methering as we sank out of slght

in the feathers I shall never now )
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Mother kept her family and home clesn with the soap she made from
the 1ye of wood ashes. Woed ashes wnre saved and stored until soap
meking time., Then the ashes were placed in a barrel on a wood frame,
A trourh was plaeced under the barrel. Water then was pouréd on tho
2shes and this formed a strong lye. All meat scraps and cracklings

went into the lye. After long "boiling"

the proper conalstency was
reached and tue sgoap was & finished product. #And as a dirt chaser,
nce modern article ever has aurpassed its Every weok the oalr floors
were scrubbed with a mop made 5 hickory eplints snd a gensrouvm portion
of lye sogp and send, Thls weekly tasik requiréd mich elbow grease,

With all the above thlinzs to be dore, mother yet found time to
plece qullts, weavs rag carpets and rugs, and meke tha mest difficnlt
of 811 home made articles-—=heavy bted snreads callcd coverlets. Soms
of her quilts were bright in ceclor rnd done in epplique. Yes, 1n
add’~ion to the baslc sublecka cf ruising foods, cooklng, preserving,
meking clothing, washing, scrubbing snd other subjecte like dyoing,
apirning, weavinge-~she found time to rmiss ¢ family of eleven chlldren.
(0f cource she didn't get 1n much Cannsta, and the television never
Was ONe)

Hardshipe? I don't helieve ixy parents thought they were having
hardshipgm=({Didn't all the neizhbtors have to do the seme things vnder
the same conditions?) But 1t wasn't £11 work ond no play. No% at all,
Although all of us were versed 1n work, and none grow up In lgnerance
ﬁf what work maant, wa ;till had our funes

There were apple peclings, bean kullings, corn huskings, zquore
dences. After a large quantity of apples were peeled by the young men
and cored by the young ladies-—-or affer several bushels of beens had
been hullal--=2ll were reedy for the ~rmes of "WBavelthheat“ "Tong

kiss in the cormer" "Hiss cat" end many others. Refreshments of pile

end ceke were served, (Hp Cokes, wrn ask) I wonder if we, aftsr all,
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Home of theso parties were orranged in advance, but many tlmes

Ehey Just "grew'e Without Invitation we would hieve friends or relatives

rigtt ueg.
two chairas in the front for mother
rear for us chlldren. Ve wauld go

Maybe zomeone would bring turnins,

or appleg--we'd telk and laugh and

Or maybe father would hitch the team to the wagon, place

and himself, ther put hey in the

cellirge A lot orf thls was done.:

and between eating raw turnips--

pley games,

In vinter we had the spelling Lee, Thesze avents were asttended

by all and much interest was tsken In orthography. The spellers

would be dlvided into two 2zldes and spelled down untll 2 winning =ide

remeined, Sometimes wo womald spell by the last letter---interesting

but catchy.

Cn Sunday afternoon we would jzu to Sunday School. Fathor wnd

mother's first church membership was at the Grassy Creek Bantist
Church, then was moved to Uniontowsn when Crassy Creek and New Ilope

(near the Altert Spall farm) united to form onz church. Since these

two churches formed a 'union! the now place was called Uniontown. And

that 1s how Unfontown got 1t's name,
Inasrmich as the young men of those daysz had fev bugzgies, they either

walled or traveled to their girl f>lend's home on horse bacl:s IT they

ware to attend e church meeting or party, the girls either wallred with
the men 'or rode Lehind thems
Four of my brothers and two cousins had a sheep-skln band and

practlsed each week at one of tlhe honos. This was real entertainmont

for us jyounger people.

Perfumes, rougue, and tow nall pollish were unheard of in my _
- N T f{).:'r'? T
early days, But ¥n spite of & lsck of such fragrances as 'Too Jjour

~ .
la moor' "Dengerous!  and 'Tail Spin' we got ealong alright. Our folks

bellevad that the best way to have rosy cheelrs was to spend a few

hours each dey ovor the wash tub or wlth a broom or hos. I can tell

you lqo0 that TRip 51 mming eyeypises were urheard ¥
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Readin, writin and rithretice-~book larnin---wos limiteds Usud(Ly

the glirls went only to the fourth grade,McGuffsya rsacder was cne of 116

few boolzz studied. The girls often excelled the boya in spelling snd
readlng, |

Ereakfaat cereals werse not on the market yet, and our morning
manl. .~carly it was too, slnce we got up et !} ol'clockem=gulte often

baton, ez~7e and hot biscults, We were ieprived of ths rleasure
0f Sending off box tops for finger rings with flash 1lighta, compasses
g Lcng.range teleccopes Incorporated in them, Dut we had a good
breakfest.

Beforz bringing this to a clese I pust mentlon the old trunale
bed, We had one in our homs, and well I .remember sleeplng in 1t. I
always felt a sense cf security and love when at night my truvndle
bed waa pulled from Leneath mother's and father's blg bed and I went

to cloep slong csids of 4hema
“emer were atriet wlth us cnildren, and ALWAYS-TASIe WAE WUIK LuU..

te done, with not too much entertsinment, but I am thankful to them
for the industry, respect of others end honor of right which they
-

tauzht use.

Truly my parents were of the sturdy, honest, ploneer stock from

vhilch Amerlca grew to greatncase

Allie Gillaspy Pedell
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